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SMALL ALLEYS OF SAIGON: A PLACE WHERE THE FLOWS OF CULTURE, MEMORIES
AND URBAN HISTORY CONVERGE - PROPOSING SOME SOLUTIONS

Tém tat: Sai Gon-Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh khéng chi la nhing
kién trac cao tang, nhiing trung tdm thuong mai sam uat, ma con
€6 nhiing com hém nho dung di, hién hoa. Van hoa "Hém" la mét
phan doc ddo ctia van hoa Sai Gon-Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh. Viéc
bado tén va phat huy gia tri cia van hdéa "hém" gop phan gin giir
ban sic riéng ctia thanh phé va tao diém nhan thu hat du khéach.

Tu khéa: Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, van héa hém, ban sic,
diém nhan.

Abstract: Saigon-Ho Chi Minh City is not just about towering
skyscrapers and bustling shopping malls, but also includes tranquil,
simple alleys. ‘Alley’ culture is a unique part of the culture of Saigon-
Ho Chi Minh City. Preserving and promoting the value of ‘alley’ culture
contributes to maintaining the city's distinct identity and serves as a
focal point to attract tourists.

Keywords: Ho Chi Minh City, alley culture, identity, landmark.
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Sai Gon - Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh néi tiéng khéng chi véi
nhiing di san van hod lich st, nhiing tda nha cao tang hién dai,
nhiing trung tdm thuang mai sam uat, ma con bdi van héa "Hém"
doc dao va day suic séng. Nét dep van hoa nay da trd thanh mét
phan khéng thé thi€u trong tdm hén cda ngusi Sai Gon, 1a noi
luu gitt nhiing ky Uc tudi tha, nhiing gia tri truyén théng va tinh
than cong dong gan két. Nhitng con hém nhé hep, nhiing ngo
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Hinh 1. Thanh Quy (thanh Bdt Qudi) dugc xdy dung
vao ndm 1790 phong cdch Vauban
Nguén: Suu tdm

ngach uén lugn nam sau bén trong long thanh phé, chia dung
nhitng diéu thu vi vé cudc séng van hoa riéng biét ctia ngudi dan
Sai Gon.

1. Lich st hinh thanh dé thi Sai Gon

-Tinam 1698, don vi hanh chinh dau tién dugc thanh lap, dinh
Phién Tran chi gém mét huyén Tan Binh bén b song Bén Nghé,
quanh Dinh c6 phé chg dong duic hoat déng nhon nhip hinh thanh
trung tdm Bén Nghé va diém dan cu mang tinh chit dé thi.
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Hinh 2. Ban d6 Sai Gon 1873
(Nguén: Flickr. Manhhai)

- Cudi thé ky XVII dén dau thé ky XVIII, Sai Gon la tru s& chinh
thiic cia chinh quyén chiia Nguyén cai quan toan khu vyc Nam Bo.

- Cudi thé& ky XVIII, Sai Gon nhanh chong trd thanh mét dé thi
16N, that su la trung tam kinh té€ phén vinh va I16n nhat trong vung.

- Nam 1790, chia Nguyén Anh Iap Gia Dinh kinh tuc xay
dung Sai Gon thanh kinh dé ctia ving dat phia Nam.

- Tién hanh xay dung thanh Quy la tru s& cia Gia Dinh kinh:
Kiéu Vauban, dang hinh vuéng, c6 8 clta nén con goi la thanh
Bat Quai.

- Thanh Bat Qudi bi vua Minh Mang ra lIénh phéa vao nam
1835 sau loan Lé Van Khéi va cho xay thanh Phung nhé hon &
g6c Dong Bac thanh Quy vao ndm 1836.

- Ngay sau khi chiém dugc thanh Gia Dinh vao nam 1859,
ngudi Phap phé luén thanh Phung va gap rut quy hoach lai Sai
Gon thanh mét d6 thilén phuc vu muc dich khai thac thuoc dia.

- Ngudi Phap da quy hoach Sai Gon véi dién tich ban dau
khoang 2.500 hecta dép (ng quy mé dan s6 ti 500.000 dén
600.000 ngudi. Trén ca s d6, phan khu chiic nang hanh chinh,
thuong mai, khu vuc nha may, xudng & ngoai 6, khu & cho cong
nhan va ngudi ban dia... phan chia cac 16 dat vai cac loai nha
& khéac nhau. Hé théng giao théng véi cac tuyén dudng chinh
dugc quy hoach song song va vuéng goc véi song Sai Gon.

- Rat nhanh chong, cac cong trinh quan trong cta thanh
phd, nhu Dinh Thong d6c Nam Ky, Dinh Toan quyén, nha Buu
dién, Toa 4n, nha thg... dugc thuc hién. Sau hai nam xay dung
va cdi tao, bd mat Sai Gon hoan toan thay déi.

- Giai doan 1955-1975 Sai Gon ti€p tuc phat trién véi sy anh
hudng tu kinh té tiéu dung dén tu ngudi My. Mang luéi giao
théng phat trién, cac kién tric cao tdng xuat hién nhiéu, cac
trung tam thuong mai, gidi tri da dang phuc vu cac nhu cau
phong phu cGia ngudi dan d6 thi. Cing vé&i d6 la su thu hut mot
Iugng 16n lao d6ng nhap cu ti khdp nai d6 vé thanh phé.

- Sau ngay théng nhat, thanh phé H6 Chi Minh tiép tuc duy
tri tiém ndng phat trién cda Sai Gon trudc day vai hang loat cac
chinh sach vé quy hoach va chinh trang dé thi véi nhiéu du an
ha tang va xdy dung méi dugc trién khai. Cac khu vuc trung tadm
dang dugc phat trién véi cac tda nha hién dai, trung tam thuong
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mai va cac cong trinh cdng cdng méi. Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
dang huéng dén muc tiéu dé thi hoa bén viing, tao ra mot maoi
trudng s6ng va lam viéc tét hon cho cu dan. Diéu nay bao géom
viéc tdng cudng ha tang giao théng, cai thién moi trudng séng
va bao vé moi truong tu nhién.

2. Qua trinh hinh thanh cac con hém & Sai Gon

- Giai doan dau

Thé ky XVII - XVIII: Khi ngudi Viét di cu vao Nam B, ho thudng
tap trung sinh séng doc theo cac bd séng, rach dé thuan tién
cho viéc sinh hoat va giao thuong. Luc nay, da xuat hién nhiing
con hém nhé dan vao céac khu dan cu ven séng.

Dau thé ky XIX: Sai Gon - Gia Dinh trd thanh trung tam
thuang mai sdm uat, thu hut nhiéu ngudi tir cac noi dén sinh
séng va lam viéc. Lugng dan cu tdng nhanh dan dén tinh trang
thi€u nha 4.

Gilra thé ky XIX: D& giai quyét van dé thi€u nha &, ngudi dan
da xay dung nhiing ng6i nha nhé san sat nhau doc theo cac con
dudng, tao thanh nhitng con hém chat hep.

- Giai doan Phap thudc

Cudi thé ky XIX - dau thé ky XX: Phap xam lugc Viét Nam va
chiém déng Sai Gon - Gia Binh. Chinh quyén thyc dan Phap da
tién hanh quy hoach va xay dung thanh phg, nhung lai tap trung
vao khu vuc trung tam, nai c6 nhiéu ngudi Phap sinh s6éng. Diéu
nay dan dén tinh trang ngudi Viét Nam, dac biét 1a ngudi lao
dong, budc phai sinh séng & nhitng khu vuc ven thanh phé,
trong nhitng con hém nho. Ngoai ra, chinh quyén thuc dan Phap
con &p dung céac chinh sach phan biét ching toc, han ché nguai
Viét sinh s6ng & khu vuc trung tam, khién cho cac con hém tr&
nén déng duc hon.

- Giai doan sau Cach mang thang Tam

Sai Gon van la moét thanh phé dong déan cu, véi nhiéu khu
vuc con khé khan vé co sé ha tang. Cac con hém van tiép tuc la
naoi sinh séng cla nhiéu ngudi dan, dic biét l1a ngudi lao dong
thu nhap thap. Tuy nhién, chinh quyén da cé nhiéu né luc dé cai
thién diéu kién s6ng cho ngudi dan trong cac con hém, nhu xay
dung hé thong thoat nudc, dudng sa, va trudng hoc.

- Ngay nay

Nhiéu con hém & Sai Gon da dugc cai tao, m& rong va tré
nén khang trang hon. Tuy nhién, van con nhiéu con hém chat
hep, thi€u thon vé cg s& ha tang. Day la mét trong nhiing thach
thic ma chinh quyén thanh phé can gidi quyét dé nang cao
chat lugng cudc séng cho nguai dan. Lich s hinh thanh va hoat
déng cda cac con hém & Sai Gon la mot minh ching cho su phat
trién dé thi va nhirng bién dong cda thanh phé. Noi day luu gilr
nhiing gia tri van hoa doc ddo, gop phan tao nén ban sac riéng
cla Sai Gon - Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh.

3. Dic trung vé quy hoach “Hém” & Sai Gon

- Mang lugi hém phtc tap: Cac hém & Sai Gon thudng tao
thanh mét mang ludgi giao théng phic tap, véi nhiéu con dudng
nhé uén lugn va nai lién nhau. Quy hoach clia cadc hém thudng
tap trung vao viéc két néi cac khu dan cu, cung cap cac dich vu
cd ban va tao ra mét khong gian sinh hoat va giao thong thuan
tién cho cu dan.
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Hinh 3a. Mdt béing Khu phé 4, phudng Pham Ngd Ldo, Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gid)

- Mat d6 cao va hém nhé hep: Cac hém & Sai Gon thuong cé
mat do dan cu cao va dudng hep. Diéu nay tao ra mot khong gian
s6ng d6 thi chat choi nhung ciing gan gdi va am ap. Quy hoach
cla cac hém thudng xoay quanh viéc st dung téi da dién tich dat
nhung van dam bao tinh chiic nang va su thuan tién cho cu dan.

Hinh 3b. Mdt bédng mét khu phé thudc phudng Pham Ngi Ldo, Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gia)

- Pa dang chuic nang: Cac hém & Sai Gon thudng ¢ nhiéu chiic
nang, ti viéc sinh séng, mua sam dén hoat dong kinh doanh va
sinh hoat van hoa. M6i hém thudng c6 nhiing clra hang, quén én,
tiém banh, xudng san xuat va cac dich vu khac, tao ra moét khong
gian séng da van héa phong phu.
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Hinh 3c. Hém 165 duong Nguyén Thdi Binh, Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gid)

- Su linh hoat trong quy hoach: Quy hoach cta cac hém thuang
linh hoat va thich nghi véi su phét trién cta thanh phé. H&ém duogc
cai thién va phat trién theo thdi gian, tir viec mé rong dudng, xay
dung cac cdng trinh co s& ha tang dén viéc tai ciu trdc va téi si
dung cac khu vuc khéng gian trong hém. Quy hoach mang nhiing
dac trung clia su linh hoat, da dang chtic nang va su két hop gilra
truyén thong va hién dai, tao ra mot khong gian séng doc déo va
phong phu cho cu dan dia phuong.

4. Nét dep van héa doc dao va nhiing gia tri an chia

Hém Sai Gon, tudng chliing nhu chi la nhitng con duong nho
hep &n khuat sau nhiing dai 16 tap nap, lai la mét phan khong thé
thiéu trong buc tranh van héa da sdc mau ctia thanh phé. Noi day
luu gitt nhiing gia tri truyén théng doc dao, phan anh ré nét cudc
s6ng clia ngudi dan Sai Gon va la diém dén thu hat du khach béi su
binh di, méc mac va day ap nhiing diéu tha vi.

- Nét dac trung cia van héa "Hém"

Khéng gian séng céng déng: Hém Sai Gon thudng tap trung
nhiéu ho gia dinh sinh s6ng, tao nén mét cdng dong gan bé, than thiét
nhu ngudi mét nha. Tinh cdm lang giéng dugc thé hién qua nhiing cr

chi quan tam, chia s&, giup d& lan nhau trong cudc séng thudng ngay.

Hinh 4. Cudc s6ng ctia ngudi dén & hém 258 Nguyén Céng Trii, Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gid)

Am thuc phong phu: Hém Sai Gon 1a thién dudng &m thuc véi
vO s6 mon an ngon, gia ré. Nhiing quan an vat, quan ca phé nhé

xinh moc |én san sat nhau, mang dén cho du khach co héi thudng
thuc huong vi ddc trung cda Sai Gon chi véi vai budc chan.
‘3' : Fr I 1] . r [
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Hinh 5, 6. Am thuc trong hém
(Nguén: Trdn Viét Buc)

Sinh hoat da dang: Hém Sai Gon la nai dién ra nhiéu hoat dong
sinh hoat truyén théng nhu: hop chg, t8 chuc 1& héi, vui choi tré em,...
tao nén bau khong khi ndo nhiét, séi dong va ddy suc song.

Su'dung héa giiia cii va méi: DU trai qua bao thang tram, hém Sai
GOn van gilt dugc nhiing nét dep truyén théng va dung hoa hai hoa
véi nhip séng hién dai. Nhimg ngéi nha ¢6 kinh xen 1an nhiing céng
trinh hién dai, tao nén mét buic tranh kién trdc doc dao.

. P

Hinh 7, 8. Kién triic ci va mdi trong hém 158 Nguyén Cong Trd, Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gid)
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- Gia tri an chia ctia van héa "Hém"

Bdo tén bdn sdc vin héa: Van héa "hém" gép phan bao tén
nhling gid tri van héa truyén théng ctia Sai Gon, la nai luu gitt ky tc
va la nguén cdm hing cho nhiéu tac phdm nghé thuat.

Thé hién tinh than cong déng: Tinh than doan két, tuang trg
1an nhau trong céng dong hém la mot nét dep dang quy, gop phan

xay dung mot xa hdi van minh, phét trién.

Hinh 9. Cudc séng than tinh trong hém
(Nguén: Tdc gia)

Thu hat du lich: Hém Sai Gon la diém dén hdp dan du khach
bé&i su doc dao, binh di va gan gii. Du khach dén day cé co hoi
trdi nghiém cudc séng clia ngudi dan dia phuong, thudng thic 8m
thuc va tim hiéu van héa Sai Gon moét cach chan thuc nhat.
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Hinh 10, 11. Hém ‘Lac Thdi” Mac thi Budi, Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gia)

- Huéng dén tuong lai

Tuy nhién, van héa "hém" cling dang phai d6i mat véi nhimg
thach thic nhu: su thay d6i vé quy hoach d6 thi, su xam I3n clia van
hoa hién dai, nguy co mat di ban sac. Hé thong ha tang xuéng cap,
diéu kién vé sinh va an toan phong chay chua dam bao. Do d6, can
¢6 nhiing gidi phap dé bao ton va phat huy gid tri ca van hoéa "Hém",
bién nai day thanh diém dén van héa hap dan va gép phan gin gitr
bén sic riéng cta Sai Gon.

5. Dé xuat mot sé giai phap, kién nghi

Néng cdp ha tang hém: Cai thién ha tang clia cac hém bang cach
ma& rong dudng. Nhiéu noi trong thanh phé van déng ngudi dan hién
dat maé rong hém da dat ducc nhimg thanh qua rat khich & duoc su
déng thuan ctia ngudi dan. Cai thién viéc chiéu sang va thong thoang
hon dé€ gidam bét tinh trang & nhiém va un tac giao théng.

Téng cudng vé sinh méi truéng: Tang cudng quan ly va xttly chat thai
tai cdc hém, déng thdi ting cudng gido duc vé sinh méi trudng dé cu'dan
nhan thiic vé tam quan trong cla viéc duy tri méi trudng sach sé.

Phit trién cdc khu vuc céng céng: Tan dung céc khu dat chung dé
xay dung c6ng vién va khu vui chai, gidi tri trong cac hém dé tao rakhéng
gian séng xanh va giam bét ap luc clia méi trudng do thi.
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Khuyén khich cdc du dn cdi tao dé thi: Khuyén khich cac dy an
cdi tao @6 thi tai cdc hém dé chinh trang kién truc, cai thién chat luong
séng va moi trudng s6ng cho cu dan, déng thdi tao ra co hoi kinh
doanh va nang cao gia tri bat dong san.

Tdang cudng qudn ly va gidm sdt: Tang cudng quan ly va giam
sat d6i véi cac hoat dong xay dung va kinh doanh trong cac hém
dé dam béo tuan tha cac quy dinh va tiéu chudn an toan va vé sinh
moi trudng.
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Hinh 12. Hém théng thoding, ké vach 6 rdng, kién tric duoc chinh trang,
thudn lgi cho viéc kinh doanh va giao théng
(Nguén: Tdc gia)

Két luan

Van héa "hém" [a mét phan khong thé tach rdi trong di sén van
hoa Sai Gon-Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, 1a noi luu git nhiing gid tri truyén
théng va n chida nhiéu diéu thi vi.’'Hém” Sai Gon 1a noilang dong clia
dong chay van hoa, ky Urc va lich st dé thi. Viéc bao ton va phat huy gia
tri clla van héa "Hém" gop phan gin gitt ban sic riéng clia thanh pho
va tao diém nhan thu hat du khach. Bé dat dugc muc tiéu dé, chinh
quyén thanh phé can thuc hién mét s6 gidi phap trudc mat va lau dai
Vi su déng bo vé chinh sach va su déng thuan ctia ngudi dan.
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Hinh 13. Mgt con hém khang trang & Qudn 1
(Nguén: Tdc gid)
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